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La Crosse Marsh, 
Dividing a City 
By David Syring 
Even the map in the phone book divides La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
into a north and a south, with 
separate pages for each half. Held in 
check on the east by bluffs and on the 
west by the Mississippi, La Crosse has 
always been divided in two by the La 
Crosse River Marsh. The question of 
whether another road should be built 
across the marsh to connect the two 
parts of the city has also long divided 
its people on complex economic, 
social and environmental issues. 
"This community has been grap-
pling with this for over 30 years," says 
city planner, Larry Kirch. "The marsh 
has many values for the city and the 
region. We have to take a holistic ap-
proach to the community's needs." 
On a street map or from a car driv-
ing on one of three existing roads that 
either cross or skirt it, the marsh looks 
like a gap - a piece of ground empty 
except for power lines, trees, ponds 
and expanses of grasses. When you 
get down into the marsh, however, 
you hear the calls of numerous birds, 
find many people biking and hiking 
its paths and realize the marsh is a 
heavily used and richly wild environ-
ment right in the heart of the city. 
And, of course, all wetlands serve 
as water reservoirs and filters. Much 
of it was flooded in 1993. 
"This marsh is the highest quality 
urban wetland in the state," says 
Chuck Lee, a key organizer of the La 
Crosse Marsh Coalition and a Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-La Crosse history 
professor. 
The Coalition formed in 1988 after 
Wisconsin Gov. Tommy Thompson re-
opened the question of the marsh's 
future by signing an agreement with 
the La Crosse County Board chair-
man, secretaries of the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) and the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) and 
then-mayor, Patrick Zielke. They ar-
ranged for a two-year study to devel-
op a long-term, land-use plan for the 
La Crosse River Valley. 
"His [Thompson's] goal was to 
push along the idea of a highway 
through the marsh," says Lee. 
(Marsh continued on page 2) 
Rolling near 
the River 
By Reggie McLeod 
The Great River State Trail, • which follows the river from 
the Trempealeau National 
Wildlife Refuge to Onalaska, Wiscon-
sin, offers few views of the great river 
itself. However, it's rarely more than a 
stone's throw from water. Most of its 
24 miles pass through or along wet-
lands, creeks and backwaters. It 
crosses 18 bridges, including an old 
railroad bridge over the Black River. 
The north end of the trail begins at 
the back entrance of the Trempealeau 
Refuge, on Highway 54/35 about six 
(Bike Trail continued on page 4) 
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(Marsh continued from page 1) 
Studies and Plans 
That two-year study turned into 
nine years of discussion resulting in 
Land Use Plan 6. The plan, approved 
by elected officials, planners and envi-
ronmentalists alike, is currently under 
consideration by the state DNR office 
in Madison. Land Use Plan 6 offers 
marsh advocates hope, since about 
1,100 acres of wetland would receive 
protection by the state DNR. The ex-
tent of that protection remains un-
clear. 
"We wanted wildlife area protec-
tion, but being the only large intact 
urban marsh within the state causes 
problems for such designation," says 
Lee. "For example, hunting is usually 
allowed in wildlife areas, but being 
inside the city makes that a problem. 
It would have been a wildlife area 
with an asterisk and that's the obsta-
cle. I think some people at the state 
DNR's office are opposed to such spe-
cial designations." 
Plan 6 defines land-use policy for 
recreation, natural resources and eco-
nomic development, but does not re-
solve the question of a road through 
the marsh. Deciding where and how 
to build a new north-south road 
awaits the final draft of an Environ-
"We have a beautiful envi-
ronment here, and we have 
to plan how to meet the 
future needs of the commu-
nity without killing the 
golden goose. " 
mental Impact Statement (EIS) being 
prepared by Milwaukee-based HNTB 
Corporation. 
"The EIS follows the spirit and in-
tent of Land Use Plan 6," city planner 
Kirch says, adding that transportation 
is often the key to a community's suc-
cess. 
"La Crosse was built here to take 
advantage of the Mississippi River as 
a transportation route. It's what made 
the city thrive," Kirch says. "Trans-
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portation and communication are the 
hubs of a community's vitality." 
According to Kirch, economic ac-
tivity has shifted north from down-
town to the Interstate 90 corridor, 
though the city remains a center for 
education (a university and two col-
leges), health care (two major medical 
centers) and jobs (46,000). 
"1-90 is the new Mississippi in this 
area," he says. "It's the new trans-
portation route and La Crosse needs 
to stay connected to that corridor to 
"Nobody knows what impact 
this road would have. To me, 
it's a social experiment. It 
has the ability to save La 
Crosse or to kill La Crosse. I 
don't know the answer." 
stay successful as a community. If it is 
determined that a new road is need-
ed, then the EIS outlines a new corri-
dor from 1-90 to South Avenue and 
measures its social, environmental 
and economic impacts. We have a 
beautiful environment here, and we 
have to plan how to meet the future 
needs of the community without 
killing the golden goose." 
The draft EIS identifies four possi-
ble routes for a road through the 
marsh. The proposed routes would 
eliminate from 44 to 56 housing units 
and 15 to 23 businesses, and would 
cost between $52.7 and $67.1 million. 
Eliminating housing units and busi-
nesses might reduce taxable property, 
potentially reducing the city's tax rev-
enues. Each proposed route would af-
fect habitat for several species of ani-
mals on the state threatened list, in-
cluding the great egret, speckled 
chub, river redhorse and blue sucker. 
They would also eliminate the only 
known habitat in the area for the 
state-listed, Bell's Vireo, though the 
plan sets aside nearby agricultural 
land for new vireo habitat. 
Newly-elected La Crosse mayor, 
John Medinger, inherits a number of 
social and economic problems from 
Big River 
previous city leaders, including a 
growing poverty rate (21 percent) and 
the flight of upper- and middle-class 
families from the city to surrounding 
areas. Though a new road remains a 
possibility, Medinger says he does not 
support any of the plans proposed by 
the draft EIS, but adds that he has 
asked DOT engineers to look at an al-
ternate, minimal encroachment plan 
he drew up himself. 
"I'm still leaving the door open for 
a future north-south corridor to begin 
in 2010," says Medinger. "I don't 
want all the development and pros-
perity to move north to Interstate 90. I 
don't want the city of La Crosse to 
die. Nobody knows what impact this 
road would have. To me, it's a social 
experiment. It has the ability to save 
La Crosse or to kill La Crosse. I don't 
know the answer." 
Opposition 
Dan Herber, city council member 
from 1993 to 1997, worked extensive-
ly on Land Use Plan 6, and still 
strongly criticizes a new road. 
"Proposals for a marsh road have 
always failed. Sometimes they fail be-
cause of high costs, sometimes they're 
defeated by active resistance," Herber 
says. "Throughout the process, the 
DOT has never asked, 'Do you want 
a road?' but always, 'Do you want 
this road or that road."' 
"I'd like to know whether any as-
pects of the community are off-limits 
for the building of a road. Are any 
neighborhoods or parts of the marsh 
ever off limits?" Herber asks. 
"Every plan that comes up has 
generated new groups in opposition," 
Lee observes. "Simply no consensus 
has been built about whether a road 
is needed or where it should go." 
The most recent round of propos-
als led to the formation of Liveable 
Neighborhoods, a group of La Crosse 
residents dedicated to raising public 
awareness about the impact any new 
road would have on neighborhoods. 
"We had huge turnouts at our first 
meetings about the north-south corri-
dor," says Chris Kahlow, one of three 
women who founded the group. 
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"And we continue to have good 
turnouts. We made it clear from the 
beginning that we're not willing to 
sacrifice any neighborhoods, includ-
ing the marsh." 
Liveable Neighborhoods might 
push for a referendum should a pro-
jected road be approved. The group 
believes local taxpayers will not sup-
port $20 million or more in local 
costs, especially if it meant destroying 
neighborhoods. Mayor Medinger 
says he would stand by the outcome 
of such a referendum, though he's 
not confident the city's voters would 
be against a road. 
La Crosse Chamber of Commerce 
head, Tun Tracey, says the bottom 
line for building a new road is safety. 
He says a new road would reduce ac-
cident rates, which are higher than 
state averages on two of La Crosse's 
existing north-south roads (High-
ways 35 and 53). Accident rates on 
the other existing road, Highway 16, 
are lower than average. 
Tracey says a new road would 
strengthen La Crosse's economy. He 
cites a DOT statistic that says 86% of 
new manufacturing jobs in Wisconsin 
created over the last five years were 
located within five miles of a major 
transportation route. 
"The real fear is that if it becomes 
too cumbersome for people to get 
around an area, you can lose employ-
ers," says Tracey. 
Lee argues that a new road would 
not solve La Crosse's problems, and 
would largely detract from the city's 
distinctive character. 
"We know where we are going if 
we simply try to build more roads -
you never keep up," Lee says. "I am 
not anti-car, but I think any city has 
an obligation to live in concert with 
its surroundings. I think La Crosse, 
being a river and bluff city, a long, 
narrow city, would gain nothing by 
so much pavement; we would de-
stroy much of what makes us 
unique." 
Opponents of marsh development 
note that, aside from the road issue, 
public officials, including Gov. 
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Thompson, have at various times 
promised no new development in the 
marsh, only to reopen the issue later, 
raising the question of whether any 
piece of the marsh is ever safe from 
"We know where we are 
going if we simply try to 
build more roads -you 
never keep up," Lee says. "I 
am not anti-car, but I think 
any city has an obligation to 
live in concert with its sur-
roundings." 
development. 
"I know some people are worried 
about development nibbling away at 
the edges," Medinger says. "That's 
surely a threat to the marsh, but it's 
hard to stop. It's a balancing act be-
tween having a liveable, relatively 
compact city, and letting people have 
the freedom to live and work where 
they want." 
Lee points to parts of the marsh 
originally set aside as mitigation 
land. For DOT projects, the Wisconsin 
DNR requires that wetlands filled for 
development must be compensated 
for by buying or creating wetland. 
"If you destroyed wetland, you 
had to create or buy wetland nearby 
to replace it," Lee says. 
The proposed plans for a new 
Marsh road call for replacing approx-
imately 24 acres of filled wetlands 
with 48 acres of mitigation. 
Lee argues the ultimate fate of 
some mitigation land remains hazy. A 
Shelby soccer group recently got ap-
proval for a new athletic field north 
of Gillette Street that includes some 
wetland set aside when an industrial 
park was built years ago. This created 
an awkward situation for people who 
think that mitigation wetlands should 
remain wetlands. 
"The Marsh Coalition was put into 
the position of going in front of the 
city council and arguing against soc-
Big River 
cer moms," Lee says. "We lost that 
one, and we'll lose those every time. 
We're certainly not against the idea of 
soccer fields as compared to industri-
al parks, but it raises the issue of 
whatmitigationlandissupposedto 
be." 
On a mid-May morning, 200 Lo-
gan Middle School eighth graders 
spread out through the marsh. 
They're here to hone their algebra 
and geometry skills by measuring 
water depth, flow volumes and tur-
bidity. According to first-year math 
and history teacher, Mathew Chris-
ten, Logan teachers bring students 
here each year to connect lessons 
learned in school with the world 
away from the classroom. 
"I don't see how you can live in 
Wisconsin or Minnesota and not try -
to understand wetlands," Christen 
says. 
Understanding basic science and 
math seem simple compared to mak-
ing sense of La Crosse' s marsh de-
bate. Will another nine years of politi-
cal wrangling be needed to sort out 
land-use plans for the marsh? Will 
these eighth-graders drive to work in 
2010 over the spot where they first 
learned about wetlands? 
David Syring is associate editor of Big River. 
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(Bike Trail continued from page 1) 
miles southeast of the bridge across 
the river at Winona. The spot isn't 
well marked, but railroad tracks cross 
the highway near the entrance. 
The trail begins on a gravel service 
road that heads through the refuge. 
It's a rough ride for narrow bike tires, 
especially when they've dumped on a 
fresh load of gravel, but the refuge is 
a great place for spotting wildlife and 
worth a little bone rattling. I've spot-
ted coyotes, skunks, deer, fox, various 
snakes and a softshell turtle on the 
refuge road. 
The road passes an observation 
deck built over a huge wetland often 
busy with swans, pelicans, herons, 
egrets, ducks and other water birds. 
After passing through the refuge, 
the trail follows an old railroad grade 
surfaced with finely crushed lime-
stone. Walkers, joggers and skiers also 
use the trail, but most trail users are 
peddling. The trail skirts wetlands on 
the right and small forest strips on the 
left. 
In the spring this is one of the few 
places in the region where you will 
find lupines blooming. As with many 
railroad corridors, a variety of prairie 
plants found refuge from the plow 
and bulldozer on this narrow right of 
way. You might also spot a snapping 
turtle looking for a good spot to lay 
its eggs. On a ride last fall, I kept 
stopping to help newly hatched 
painted and snapping turtles cross 
the trail to reach the water. The hatch-
lings were exact replicas of their par-
ents, except that they were about the 
size of a quarter. 
Eventually the trail is enfolded by 
forest and passes a junction that leads 
into Perrot State Park Take this loop 
west through the park and you'll fol-
low the Mississippi to and through 
the village of Trempealeau, and even-
tually come back to the trail on the 
other side of town. 
If you stay on the trail you'll cut 
diagonally through town, between 
backyards, past a lumber mill and the 
swimming pool and back to a trail-
side parking lot with restrooms (no 
water). 
People often begin at this point of 
the trail. South of Trempealeau, the 
trail glides gently down into the Black 
River delta, crossing 18 bridges over 
creeks and channels heading for the 
Mississippi. The bridges offer great 
views of the backwaters, and they 
make a cool sound when you ride 
your bike over the diagonal planks 
that have replaced steel rails and ties. 
South of the Black River the area 
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around the trail opens up into patches 
of prairie. Eventually a hill rises on 
the left and drops off to the right. 
Soon you catch glimpses of Lake On-
alaska, which is separated from the 
Main Channel of the Mississippi by a 
string of islands. 
The trail appears to end in an alley 
in downtown Onalaska, above the 
spillway for Lock and Dam 7. How-
ever, it continues, after a short gap, 
across Onalaska and winds up near 
the La Crosse River Trail. Soon the 
trails will be linked, but in the mean-
time many bikers follow a path along 
the railroad tracks to the next trail, 
which is marked by a small park 
The La Crosse River Trail contin-
ues to Sparta, where the Sparta-Elroy 
Trail goes to (you guessed it) Elroy, 
where the Old 500 Trail continues to 
Reedsburg. You could travel from the 
Trempealeau Refuge to Reedsburg, 
about 100 miles, almost entirely on 
trails. 
Adults need a trail pass to ride the 
trails. Perrot State Park and many 
area businesses sell them. 
Bring plenty of water. 
Reggie McLeod is editor of Big River. 
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• • • • • Great River 
State Recreation 
Trail 
Center for Commerce & Tourism 
800 Oak Forest Drive 
Onalaska, WI 54650 
Hilltopper & Oak Forest Drive 
Hwy 35, (Exit 35N off 1-90) 
Onalaska, WI 54650 
& 
Trempealeau 
Hwy35 East 
Trempealeau. WI 54661 (608) 781-9570 
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Current Events · mi!!-
By Molly McGuire, Reggie McLeod and 
David Syring 
River Research 
Homer, Minn. - Closely watching 
changes in the Mississippi River sent 
a flood of awards and scholarships to 
Winona Senior High School senior 
Anne Jefferson. Jefferson's research on 
sedimentation in the Upper Mississip-
pi most recently drew top prize at the 
International Science and Engineering 
Fair in Louisville, Kentucky. She's al-
so won enough scholarship money to 
attend Johns Hopkins University, in 
Baltimore, Maryland, where she plans 
to major in environmental earth sci-
ence She plans to go to law school 
and a career in environmental law or 
public policy. 
Jefferson lives near the river in 
Homer, Minn. Her research docu-
ments and analyzes sedimentation in 
Pool 6, located between Fountain City 
and Trempealeau, Wis. She found that 
sediments accumulate in the lower 
end of the pool much more rapidly 
than at the upper end. Her data show 
that wing dams, closing dams and 
Lock and Dam 6 have dramatically 
altered sedimentation and island for-
mation, and that the resulting loss of 
habitat has led to a drop in the num-
bers of fish, clam beds, algae beds, 
cormorant roosts and gull activity. 
She concludes, "The accumulation of 
sediment in the river has a tremen-
dous effect on navigation and eco-
nomic activity, recreation, and ecolog-
ical viability." 
To see abstracts of Jefferson's work, 
and the full text of her most recent 
scientific paper, visit her website: 
<http:/ /www.luminet.net/-cjef-
fers / anne /science>. 
River Gets Dirtier 
St. Peter, Minn. - The Minnesota 
River was already the most polluted 
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river in the state, but from late April 
to mid May, a broken sewer pipe 
dumped a million gallons of raw 
sewage a day into it at St. Peter. City 
workers completed repairs to the 
flood-damaged pipe on May 16. Ac-
cording to city water/wastewater 
foreman, Pete Moulton, crews 
worked long days, completing the re-
pairs in just a few weeks rather than 
the month or more originally predict-
ed. 
The spring flood washed away 
three feet of a large pipe connecting a 
lift station to the settling ponds. The 
pipe ran under the river and across 
the floodplain, making it difficult to 
locate the leak in high water. Follow-
ing the 1993 flood, officials decided 
that the plant should be moved out of 
the floodplain, but the move, with a 
$12 million to $20 million price tag, 
awaits funding, according to the St. 
Paul Pioneer Press (5-1-97). 
Grassroots Lobbying 
A donation by Recreational Equip-
ment, Inc., (REI) offers $70,000 in 
grants this year for grassroots groups 
lobbying for river conservation. The 
program offers grants ranging from 
$200 to $1,000 for project-specific lob-
bying expenses, such as printing, 
mailing, travel, phone calls and meet-
ings. Grants cannot be used for gener-
al education, scientific research or wa-
ter quality monitoring. The program 
will be administered by the National 
Rivers Coalition, a group of conserva-
tion organizations. 
Lobbying activities for legislation 
in six areas will be considered for 
funding: river recreation; river protec-
tion; state river policies; hydropower 
reform; new strategies for river pro-
tection; and urban river restoration. 
Deadlines for proposals are August 20 
and November 20. 
For information, contact: National 
Rivers Coalition, c/ o Chad Smith, 
Big River 
American Rivers, 1025 Vermont Ave., 
NW, Suite 720, Washington, DC 
20005; or call (202) 547-6900; or email 
chadsmth@amrivers.org. 
Less Atrazine 
Wisconsin -Atrazine contamination 
in Wisconsin groundwater appears to 
be improving, according the Wiscon-
sin Department of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection (DATCP). 
In 1989, the DATCP found atrazine 
in 12 percent of over 500 wells tested, 
prompting the state to adopt tighter 
rules for application of the herbicide, 
which is generally applied to com 
fields. The rule, which went into ef-
fect in 1991, reduced the amount of 
atrazine farmers could use in Wiscon-
sin to between .75 and 1.5 pounds per 
acre depending on soil type and pre-
vious use. 
The result has been a 45-percent re-
duction of atrazine levels in contami-
nated wells, and a growing awareness 
among Wisconsin farmers of the im-
portance of careful use of the chemi-
cal, according to the office of state 
senator Brian D. Rude (R-Coon Val-
ley). A University of Wisconsin sur-
vey found over 98 percent of Wiscon-
sin farmers complied with the rule. 
Copies of the atrazine report can 
be requested from the Legislative 
Hotline at 1-800-362-9472. 
New Conservation Funds 
A proposed federal tax on certain out-
door products might become a key 
source of funds for wildlife conserva-
tion projects. The proposal, known as 
"Teaming with Wildlife," will proba-
bly be considered by Congress this 
session. 
The bill would tax products, such 
as bird food, camping gear, binocu-
lars, field guides, canoes and moun-
tain bikes, to fund state conservation, 
outdoor recreation and conservation 
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education programs. It is modeled af-
ter the Pittman-Robertson and Wal-
lop-Breaux acts, which created trust 
funds for conservation of sport and 
game species through user fees on 
hunting and fishing equipment. In 
1996, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice collected $439 million from this 
federal excise tax. The new taxes 
would fund projects focused on non-
game species. 
Teaming with Wildlife has en-
dorsements from 1,800 groups, in-
cluding businesses, conservation or-
ganizations and outdoor groups, ac-
cording to a news release from the 
Iowa Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR). 
For more information, contact: 
DNR Wildlife Diversity Program, 
Wildlife Research Station, 2039 205th 
St., Boone, IA 50036; (515) 432-2823. 
Too Many Snow Geese? 
u. s. and Canadian biologists think 
snow geese populations may be rising 
at a rate too rapid for their own good. 
Estimates report snow geese popula-
tions rising by five percent per year. 
u. s. Fish and Wildlife Service (US-
FWS) officials fear this growth might 
lead to over-consumption of arctic 
plants, such as grasses and sedges, 
which the geese depend on for food 
during summer nesting. 
The large birds winter on the 
coasts of Mexico and migrate through 
the Midwest and along the Mississip-
pi Flyway to the Canadian Arcti~. 
Strategies for curbing population 
growth might include: loos~ning reg-
ulations on baiting, electromc calls 
and concealment during the spring 
snow-goose-only season; expanding 
the hunting season to before March 
10; and hunting migratory birds from 
March 10 to September 1. 
"These are uncommon solutions, 
but these are uncommon times," said 
Paul Schmidt, chief of the USFWS mi-
gratory bird managemen_t office. "W'.; 
can't sit by and ignore this problem. 
The USFWS plans to discuss the prob-
lem this year to develop a strategy for 
1998. 
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Exploding Pesticide 
West Helena, Ark. - A May 8 explo-
sion at a pesticide plant in West Hele-
na, Ark, killed three people and 
spread toxic chemicals on BPS, Inc., 
property near the Mississippi River. 
Overnight showers sent emergency 
crews scrambling to build a dirt-and-
sand levee to keep contaminated wa-
ter from reaching the river. 
The explosion came while firefight-
ers investigated a smoldering bag of 
the pesticide, azinphosmethyl. The 
blast killed three firefighters and sent 
up a 100-foot fireball. Officials evacu-
ated people from homes near the 
plant for seven hours, an~ di~tributed 
antidotes for chemical po1somng to 
firefighters and some local residents. 
Weaver Bottoms Outlet 
Weaver, Minn. - The Army Corps of 
Engineers plans to dredge a new out-
let where Weaver Bottoms drains into 
the Mississippi in Pool 5. The outlet 
currently drains perpendicular to the 
Main Channel, causing a tricky out-
draft for towboat pilots and increas-
ing the potential for a spill-producing 
accident. 
The plan calls for dredging about 
40,000 cubic yards of material. The 
Corps will use some of the dredge 
material to reconstruct the outlet so 
that it enters nearly parallel to the 
Main Channel. The remaining fill will 
be barged to the Lost Island contain-
ment site. 
According to the Corps, the project 
will increase water circulation 
through the bottoms by between 13 to 
25 percent and could increase the 
quality of fish and wildlife habitat. 
New Pipeline 
Cottage Grove, Minn. - Construc-
tion of a proposed 30-inch natural gas 
pipeline just downriver from Lower 
Grey Cloud Island might make boat-
ing a little trickier there this summer. 
ENRON /Northern Natural Gas Co. 
has applied to lay the pipe downriver 
from an existing 24-inch pipe. 
The project would lay the new 
Big River 
pipe a minimum of five feet under the 
river channel and, according to the 
Army Corps of Engineers, would not 
disrupt the navigation channel._ The 
project calls for draining _a bay isolat-
ed from the river by a railroad bed, to 
use as a base for boring equipment. 
Builders would weld the pipe togeth-
er on a barge located south of the 
navigation channel, then lay it ~~ct-
ly into an excavated trench to ~-
mize interference with boat traffic. 
Work on the pipeline would run from 
July 1 to September 23, with 13 work 
days required to lay the pipe. 
A public comment period on the 
application runs until June ~- Co~-
ments should refer to permit applica-
tion 97-03415-IP-RJA and can be ad-
dressed to: Regulatory Branch, St. 
Paul District, Corps of Engineers, 190 
Fifth Street East, St. Paul, MN, 5510l-
1638; or call Ralph J. Augustin at (612) 
290-5369. 
Act Upheld 
The House of Representatives deflect-
ed an attempt to weaken the Endan-
gered Species Act when building 
flood-control devices. The bill, H.R. 
478, known as the Herger /Pombo 
waiver, would have put aside endan-
gered species protections during the 
construction of flood-control mea-
sures. 
Instead of passing the bill as pre-
sented, the House approved a com-
promise amendment written by a 
moderate Republican, Sherwood 
Boehlert of New York The amend-
ment would only slightly expand the 
current policy of deferring the Endan-
gered Species Act f~r ;me~~ency 
flood repairs. The bill s ongmal spon-
sor, California Republican, Richard 
Pombo, pulled his version of H.R. 478 
from the floor, and strongly criticized 
the Boehlert amendment. 
Healthier Hawks 
Cooperative efforts between biologi~ts 
and government agencies in the Umt-
ed States and Argentina have halted 
the steep decline in the numbers _of 
Swainson's hawks visiting breeding 
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grounds in North America. Re-
searchers traced the decline to im-
proper pesticide use by farmers in the 
hawk's wintering grounds in the 
Pampas region of Argentina (see Big 
River, March 1996). 
Argentinian farmers used the pes-
ticide monocrotophos, to attempt to 
control grasshoppers in alfalfa fields. 
The hawks died - an estimated 
20,000 in 1995-1996 alone - because 
they ate contaminated grasshoppers. 
Ciba-Geigy, the chemical's manufac-
turer, said the pesticide is not regis-
tered for grasshoppers or alfalfa. 
A partnership between the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Argentinian 
wildlife agencies, academic re-
searchers and others, including Ciba-
Geigy, conducted an intensive pro-
gram to educate farmers and provide 
them with alternatives to monocro-
tophos. As a result, observers report-
ed only 24 hawk deaths this winter. 
Nuke Shut Down 
Monticello, Minn. - The Monticello 
nuclear power plant, on the Mississip-
pi about 45 miles upriver from Min-
neapolis, shut down on May 9 be-
cause of a design flaw in the screens 
that strain cooling water as it enters 
the plant's backup water pumps. 
Northern States Power Co. (NSP) says 
the plant may be shut down for two 
to three months for the repairs. Ac-
cording to Mike Wadley, NSP' s vice 
president of nuclear generation, the 
shutdown should not lead to energy 
shortages for NSP customers. 
Com or Soybeans? 
U.S. farmers appear to be planning 
larger com crops this year rather than 
waiting the extra few weeks to plant 
soybeans. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) estimates 81.4 
million acres will be planted to com 
this year, up 14 percent from the last 
few years. Soybean plantings are ex-
pected to reach 68.8 million acres, up 
seven percent from last year. 
The USDA report came at the same 
time as a 27-percent jump in soybean 
futures, according to an Associated 
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Press story. Futures trader Rich Al-
baugh of Commodity Services in Des 
Moines, Iowa, said the bottom line to 
farmers is that they can still earn as 
much planting com as soybeans. 
Larger com plantings may be an at-
tempt to balance crop rotations in ar-
eas where difficult weather has re-
quired farmers to increase soybean 
plantings over the last two years. 
Poor South American crops height-
ened demand for U.S. soybeans. Ob-
servers think international exports of 
Midwest com and soybeans, much of 
which travels downriver on barges, 
might be delayed by the need for in-
creased dredging near the mouth of 
the Mississippi in Louisiana (See Big 
River, May 1997). 
Resources 
A 12-page spring guide to Iowa fish-
ing, hunting and wildlife is available 
from the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. Contact an Iowa conserva-
tion officer or write Editor, Iowa Fish 
and Wildlife News, at 900 E. Grand, 
Wallace State Office Bldg, Des 
Moines, Iowa 50319-0034. 
The lawn care season is gearing 
up. Learn about water-healthy ways 
to manage your yard from the Uni-
ve;sity of Wisconsin-Extension series 
on yard care and the environment. To 
order booklets on wise weed control, 
fertilizing, watering, natural shoreline 
landscaping and more, phone (608) 
262-3346. A fact sheet on urban runoff 
with tips on how to reduce the pollu-
tants and sediment that often accom-
pany stormwater down the drains is 
also available. 
The 1996/96 Nonpoint Source Di-
rectory is available from (317) 494-
9555 for $2. Published by the Conser-
vation Technology Information Cen-
ter, the directory lists nonpoint source 
pollution contacts by state and region. 
The Izaak Walton League of Amer-
ica has a new stream monitoring 
guide for science fairs or community 
stream projects. For the Science Project 
Guide for Students, send $3 to Stream 
Big River 
Doctor Project, 707 Conservation 
Lane, Gaithersburg, MD 20878-2983. 
Society Beat 
Fountain City, Wis. - Social events 
are not usually covered in Big River, 
but the wedding of our Almanac 
writer, Kenny Salwey, and Wisconsin 
DNR environmental educator Mary 
Kay Judd Murphy in Merrick State 
Park certainly deserves mention. 
The sun smiled on their wedding 
day, a bright, fair spring salute during 
a week of otherwise gusty, cool, rainy 
weather. Guests rose early to paddle a 
canoe or spot migrating birds. Kenny 
arrived at the ceremony in a canoe to 
the strains of an a cappella "Ol'Man 
River," put ashore and strolled 
through an archway of canoe paddles 
held high by his red-and-black-
checked-shirted groomsmen. Accom-
panied by drums and a bagpipe, and 
attired in a grey-and-white camou-
flage tuxedo fashioned by his bride-
to-be, Kenny led the wedding proces-
sion, followed by friends and family, 
including the bride's and groom's 
dogs. Mary Kay emerged from a 
nearby tepee swathed in lace and a 
full black-and-white camouflage skirt 
to complete the procession. 
Kenny spoke of the circle of life 
and of the seasons as guests made a 
circle around the wedding party. After 
exchanging vows, Kenny and Mary 
Kay were blessed by a blanket cere-
mony performed by a Native Ameri-
can elder in full headdress. 
The wedding feast included trout 
pate, spicy barbecued beaver sloppy 
joes, snapping turtle stew and morels 
with wild rice. The day closed as peli-
cans flew overhead and guests traded 
tales of the river sparkling below. 
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Special Events & Festivals 
June 
1 Rededication of passenger pigeon monu-
ment, Wyalusing State Park, Bagley, Wis., 
(608) 996-2261. 
1 Minnesota State Parks Open House. 
6-8 National Hobo Music & Poetry Festival, 
Marquette, Iowa. 
6-9 Free fishing days, Illinois, (217) 782-9990. 
7 Floodwater walk, 1 p.m., how floodwaters 
change a forest, West Coon Rapids 
(Minn.) Dam Visitor Center, (612) 424-
8172. 
7 Bay City (Wis.) Days. 
7 Walleye Tournament and Pig Roast, 
Genoa, Wis., (608) 457-2407 / 2764. 
7 Julia Belle Swain Welcome Home Party, 10 
a.m. - noon, Riverside Park, La Crosse, 
Wis., 1-800-815-1005. 
7 Boat safety classes, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Arse-
nal Island, Rock Island, Ill., pre-register, 
(309) 794-5338. 
7-8 Free fishing weekend and open house 
(8), Wyalusing State Park, Bagley, Wis. 
12-15 Rendezvous, St. Feriole Island, Prairie 
du Chien, Wis. 
13-15 Felix Adler Days, Clinton, Iowa, (319) 
242-7895. 
14 Garden Walk, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Moline and 
Rock Island, Ill., (309) 794-0991. 
14-15 Art in the Park, Clinton, Iowa, (319) 
259-8308. 
14-15 Tour of Historic Homes, Galena, Ill., 
(815) 777-9129. 
14-15 Stone Arch Festival of the Arts, Min-
neapolis. 
15 Ride the River festival and bike ride, 6 
a.m. - 6 p.m., Davenport, Iowa, River 
Action, (319) 322-2969. 
20-22 Midwest Renewable Energy Fair, 
Amherst, Wis. 
21 River cleanup, Winona, Minn., sponsored 
by Mississippi River Revival, (608) 687-
8152. 
21 Summerfest Day, Maiden Rock, Wis. 
21 Lake Pepin Messabout, sailing and 
camp-out, (612) 933-5349. 
21 Moonlight hike, Effigy Mounds, Mar-
quette, Iowa, (319) 873-3491. 
21-22 Art & River Festival, Winona, Minn., 
(507) 452-2281/8621. 
21-22 Hixon Forest Nature Center birding 
weekend tour, heron rookery and peli-
cans, $100, (608) 784-0303. 
26-29 Catfish Festival, Dubuque, Iowa. 
27-29 Riverfest, Moline. Ill. 
27-29 Water Ski Days, Lake City, Minn. 
29 Mississippi Valley Archeological Center 
anniversary celebration, 4 p .m. - 7 p.m., 
8 
Bodega, La Crosse, Wis. Sample new 
commemorative beer "Antiquity Ale." 
July 
1-6 Steamboat Days, Winona, Minn. 
2-6 Riverfest, La Crosse, Wis. 
3-4 Heritage Days, Bellevue, Iowa. 
3-5 Mississippi Valley Blues Fest, Daven-
port, Iowa. 
3-6 Riverboat Days, Clinton, Iowa. 
4 Old Fashioned Fourth, Bettendorf, Iowa. 
4 Polkafest at the Silver Moon, Alma, Wis. 
4 Fourth of July Celebration, Elk River, 
Minn. 
4 Rockin' on the River, Prescott, Wis. 
5 Stars & Stripes River Days, Guttenberg, 
Iowa. 
5 Old Fashioned Independence Day, 
Cassville, Wis. 
10-12 Summerfest, Rock Island, Ill. 
10-13 Wheels, Wings, and Water Festival, St. 
Cloud, Minn. 
11-13 Catfish Days, Trempealeau, Wis. 
12 A Dam Celebration, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., The 
River Creates, sculpture activity using 
objects from the river, 1 p.m., Coon 
Rapids Dam Regional Park, Brooklyn 
Park and Coon Rapids, Minn., (612) 559-
9000. 
12-13 Jamboree, Prairie du Chien, Wis. 
18-20 Rivertown Days, Hastings, Minn. 
19 New duck stamp ceremony, 10 a.m., 
Minneapolis Convention Center, (612) 
725-3519. 
19 Art Fair, Stockholm, Wis. 
23 Summerfest, Savanna, Ill. 
24-27 Bix Beiderbecke Jazz Fest, Davenport, 
Iowa. 
25-26 Catfish Dinner, Genoa, Wis. 
25-27 Riverboat Days, Wabasha, Minn. 
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26 Tours of archaeological excavations in 
Perrot Park, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Trem-
pealeau, Wis., (608) 785-8454. 
27-August 2 Great River Rumble, canoe 
flotilla from Minneapolis to Winona, 
Minn., (708) 747-0302. 
Meetings & Hearings 
June 
12 Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board, 
5 p.m., Black Hawk Unit, Mazomanie, 1-
800-221-3792. 
12 Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary Area 
Commission, Prairie du Chien, Wis., 
(612) 436-7131. 
Workshops & Conferences 
July 
10-13 Mississippi River Basin Alliance, St. 
Louis, (314) 822-4114. Bus ride, $50, (612) 
645-6159. 
August 
13-14 Muddin' in the Mississippi, teacher 
workshop, Wabasha, Minn. and Trem-
pealeau, Wis., (612) 345-3975. 
Meetings? 
Celebrations? Send us your 
special calendar events. 
Mail to: 
Big River, PO Box 741, 
Winona, MN 55987, 
or e-mail to: bigriver@aol.com. 
A week of touring the Pacific Northwest with my wife, Mary Kay, on our honey-
moon, has enhanced our appreciation for the big river. Each valley, mountain, river 
and even the Pacific Ocean - while unique and wondrous - seemed to pale in 
comparison to "our big river country." 
June is su~h a verdant, lovely, peaceful time along the river. The air, sky and water 
seem to melt mto a deep azure. Leaves, grasses and aquatic plants display so many 
shades of green. Flowers and birds in full plumage add brilliant color to this perfect 
landscape tapestry. 
Clear, cool nights and bright, sunny days are June's legacy. Insect hatches are 
abundant, some fish begin to feed on the surface. Catfish spawn along the rock rip 
rap. Towb_oats push extra barges, trying to make up for the spring flood. River kids 
throw therr caps in the air, shout "Yippie, school is out!" and head for familiar swim-
ming and fishing holes, sandbars and island campsites. Some places will have 
changed much, according to the river's whim. 
Mary Kay and I experienced many new and exciting natural phenomena during 
the past week. But none can rival our big river! Once river folk, always river folk, aye 
my friends? ::: 
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